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" see classified”

Aspm Decries-

itederal P@‘wer

Of Censcrshap

By Georﬂe Lardner Jr.. .
Washington Post Staff Writer .

The chairman. of the House Intelh
gence oversight subcommittee  yester-
day urged.congressional action to pre-
vent c’overnmentz censorshlp pbwers

* from being.used to wardofﬁ'emtlcmm
and embarrassment. '
Rep Les- Aspin (D-Wls) expressed
“alarm at the scope of.a recent Su-
. preme Court ‘decision upholding the
CIA’s secrecy :wreements and said-he
- feared that.other govemment agen-
cies could use- the :rruling- to clamp
down - on current and former em-
ploves. o -
“This is an. area that crles out for

lemslatmn,” Aspm declared in a state-
ment following up on a briefing last
month on the-CIA’s prepublication re-
view system. He'said a brief check of
other - U.S..+ intelligence . agencies
showed wide dxsparxtles m thenr pracx-
tices.~ o7 = U mEriELL o
Aapm, who intends to holl a hearmv
on the issue, pointed out that.the top
secret — National-~Security_ . Agency,
“whose employes are privy to some of

the most highly. classified~. national
:-'securltymformatxon »~has no-rule re-

quiring the’ sub
for review..
Neanwhlle, th FB[ ' ”whose prx~
. mary mnssnon«"xs one of law enforce-
ment and whose employes may never
information,”": Aspin
. said, requires all:-present and‘former
_employes to-submit manuscripts con-
taining any information learned in.the
- course of their-work for.the-bureau.:
The CIAY and the Defense Intelli.’
" gence Agency require the submission -
- of manuscripts: containing any intelli-
. gence information, whether:it is clas-
1 sified or. not, obtained in the~ course
of employment.v; T PR e &4

15510n of wr;tmvs
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Aspin said he had no- quarrel with
the notion that U.S. intelligence
agences ought to be able to protect

their legitimate secrets, but he said |

the Supreme. Court ruling, in effect,

“sharpens the government's blue pen- ¢

cil and invites the intelligence agen-
cies to edit maunuscripts for far more

‘than classxfxed material.”

- The Supreme Court held-in the case
of former CIA officer Frank Snepp
that explici‘f secrecy agreements were
not necessarily required, and it sug-

~ gested that all government employes
. who deal in confidential matters could
* be xequued to. submxt. to pxepubhca-
.tion review. -

.Callm'r for Ief*lslatlon to narrow tne

"'courtsFeb 15 ruling. Aspin‘said-that.
_.."many agencies: deal-with .classified
information: The Department: of*Com-

merce, . the Environmental Protection

.Agency, the Department . of Intertor
“and the Department of Agriculture

are but a few examples.”
- He said the egislation should spell
out. which agencies.-may impose se-

- ‘crecy agreements and-should set up

an’outside’ review board to consider
‘appéals of what is censored.”Appeals
of CIA. deletions, Aspln, noted are

i;handled by the CI 4\. TS,

" Aspin: said he feIt Convress should
. aIso try to spell out what can be cen-
‘sored, should limit legal liability to
: the- individuals who pledged to keep.
- secrets, and should consider more ap-
- proprxate punishments for vmlators BE

“The’ penalty in Snepp’s case.was-
confxscatxon of " the earnings from’
Snepp's book, but. Aspin said that’
.might not deter someone *“who mlnht
" wish to harm the CIA” - :
““It is essential that we protect: key.
- aperations of the intelligence commu--
’nity - frém. compromise,”
*.“But we should not set up a process to
“protect. key officials -of the intelli-
. gence: commumty from embarrass-.

-Aspin  said.:
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